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Today's agenda

Methodology

Ipsosinterviewed a
representative quota sample
of 1,877 England adults aged

18-75 via the Ipsos online
omnibus, i:omnibus
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Fieldwork

Data was collected
online between 6" and 10th
March 2026

The sample achieved is
representative of the English
population with interlocking

guotas on age and gender,
region and working status

Weighting

l The data has been

weighted to the adult
population profile on
interlocking cells of gender
within age, region and
working status, as wellas on
education and social grade

Trends

Survey questions
explored public attitudes
towards local government,
proposed electoral reforms
and the role of directly
elected Mayors.

Some questions are trended
over time, and some are new




ATTITUDES TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT




Over 3in 5 still
recognise the role that
local councils play in
impacting the quality of
life in their local area

From this list, which two or
three of the following, if
any, do you believe have
the most impact on...

a)people’s everyday lives
b)the quality of life in your
area?

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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People in Britain/in

The Prime Minister

% impact on people’s everyday lives

41% IR

Local councils

36% +

your local area

Westminster Parliament 31% +5

26% *1

The media

26% -1

Business

21% +4

_ LA
. 1% 0

The Civil Service . 9% +1

Local councillors

Cabinet Ministers

None of these

4% -2
Don'’t know . 7% 0

( % change since 2025)
A

% impact on quality of life in your area

Local councils

People in Britain/in
your local area

Local councillors

Business

Westminster Parliament

The Prime Minister

The media

The Civil Service

Cabinet Ministers

None of these

Don’t know

61%

44%

37%

19%

15%

15%
10%

7%

l 6%

4%

I




6 in 10 Britons say they know not very much or nothing at all about the work of
local councillors / how decisions are taken in their local council

How much, if anything, would you say you know about...

I A great deal / fair amount I Not very much / nothing at all

...the work of Members of Parliament in Westminster?

+2 -2

...the work of your local councillors?

+2

...how decisions are taken in your local council?

+1

( % change since 2025)

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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Local councils /councillors are more trusted than the UK government, national media
and civil service to actinthe best interest of people in their local area. They are less
trusted than local community groups and businesses

To what extent, if at all, do you trust each of the following to act in the best interests of people in your local

area?
I A great deal/ fair amount I Not very much/ not at all

-1 25%
0 29%

Local community groups 69%

Local businesses 66%

The police 58% 40%
1™ Yourlocal councillors 44% +2 51% E
" Yourlocal MP 43% 3 51%
™™ Your local council 43% 53%

L e e P
Local media 43% ol

I TS L

The civil service 37% +1 -2 53%
The UK government . 68%

( % change since 2025)

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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Older cohorts and non I A great deal/ fair amount I Not very much/ not at all
graduates tend to trust
local councils least. Among all
Those living in London y 540, =

: en
are more likely o trust Woren

them to act in the best
interest of peoplein Among 18-24s

their local area. Among 25-34s
Among 35-44s
Among 45-54s
Among 55-75s

40%
41%
53%
56%
63%

To what extent, if at all, do you
trust each of the following to
act in the best interests of
people inyour local area?

YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL North
Midiands
South

42%
59%

Graduates

Non graduates

42%

London

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026

\] |
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( % change since
2025)

The views of residents
and local councillors are B

| Your local councillors +3 |
held to be the most ! l
important when it e rocalresidents | GEEb) o
comes to making Your local MP 0
decisions impacting the |
Local community groups 0
local area » |
Local decision makers with
expertise in these areas +3
Local businesses +1
Overall, whose views do The UK Govermnment 0
you think are most Local media
important, if any, when it -
comes to making decisions The Civil Service 0
like these that impact your
local area? None of these I 4% 0
Don’t know . 6% p

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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Majority say they want
to know more about how
decisions are taken
locally / have more say
in them - though only
few want to be actively
involved

Which of these
statements, if any, comes
closest to your own views
towards how the local
council makes decisions
about local public services
in your area?

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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I’m not interested in knowing how
decisions are taken in my area, so long
as the local council does its job

| would like to know more about how
decisions are taken in my area, but | don’t
want to be involved beyond that

| would like to have more of a say in how
decisions are taken in my area

| would like to become actively involved in
how decisions are taken in my area

| am already actively involved in how
decisions are taken in my area

None of these

Don’t know

( % change since 2025)

9

4%

17% are not
interested

17%

61% want more
info / say in how
decisions are
made locally

ey
12% want to be
™ moreinvolved / are
involved already
=




There is a strong public consensus that local residents should have a say in
decision making - though outcomes are important too

To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

I Agree Neither I Disagree

Local residents should always have a say about decisions that impact their local area
Older age groups are more likely

0
83% +2 S to agree that local residents
It does not matter where decisions affecting my local area are taken as long as they are the should always have a say, with

3

right decisions 87% of 55-75-year-olds agreeing
. e . . those aged 18-34

It does not matter who makes decisions affecting my local area as long as they are the right

decisions

56% 18%

Too many policy decisions affecting my local area are made outside it
53% A 7%

( % change since 2025)

‘

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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ATTITUDES TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT REFORM
AND MAYORS




Majority are unfamiliar with government plans to devolve further powers to
local government and postponement and reinstatement of local elections

How closely, if at all, have you been following stories about...

I Very / fairly closely Not very / not at all closely I

...The rising cost of living

...The conflict in the Middle East

...The release of the Epstein files, including information related to Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor

...The rugby Six Nations 2026
m

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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There is still no public consensus that unitary authorities produce better
outcomes

To the best of your knowledge, which of the following arrangements for local government work best, if
either?

( % change

since 2025)
Older age groups are split on A combination of both district and county
the topic of which form council responsible for dlﬁgren;[ serIV|ces 0
produces better outcomes(55- In alocal area
#ex J0% comsliefien, $U% A single unitary authority responsible for
unitary) all services in a local area -1
Younger age groups are more
likely to think a combination of There is no difference .
both works best: 47% of 18-44-
year-olds think so, compared to
30% of those aged 45+. Don't know "

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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SE

45-54 B 38%
55-75 EEEEEYA/S

-—
-—

Overall, do you think having a

Over 2in5 see directly I Good thing Bad thing I
elected Mayors as more Among all
of agood thing thana By gender
bad thing for local Among men
government, overall. Among women 8%
Younger cohorts and By age
Labour voters are more 18-94
likely to see them as a 95.34 Ty
good thing. 9

2 38% |

3 32%

By GE2024 vote

directly elected Mayoris a
good or bad thing for a local Among Labour voters [ 53%,

area, if either?

—_—
2
S

Among Conservative voters 41%
Among Reform UK voters 42%
Among Lib Dem voters [y 42%

2

1%

LA A
o

—_—

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026 % cha nge since 20 25)
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Nearly half think Mayors make local government accountable to residents and
give the area a voice in Westminster

Do you think that having a directly elected Mayor has a positive or negative impact, if either, on the
following for a local area?

I Positive impact I Negative impact

Making sure that local government is accountable to local residents There is an increase in the proportion of those
o o

+5 48% 10% who think that having a directly elected Mayor
Givingan area avoice in Westminster / central government can have a positive impact across the listed

+5 48% 9% areas compared to last year.

Bringing a local community together

Across most statements, older age groups

+5 45% 10% were the most likely to feel negatively about
Making residents more interested in local government the impact of having a directly elected Mayor.
+h 43% 10% This was felt most strongly in that 31% of 55-
. . . 75s thought having a Mayor would negatively
The quality of services in the local area impact ‘value for money for the taxpayer
4 42% 11% |

Those who claim to know how decisions are

The quality of decision-making

taken inlocal council were more likely to sa
4 41% 11% . 0o
directly elected Mayors have a more positive
Value for money for the taxpayer impact.

+4 32(70 22%

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026

—_
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VOTING BEHAVIOUR
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Unsurprisingly, people more often vote in General elections thanin Local
elections, with older cohorts most likely to vote compared to youngsters

Many people don't always vote in all types of elections. How often, if at all, would you say you vote in....

...General elections?

13% % 3% 7% 2°

...Local elections?

16% 12% 8% 10% 2°

B Always M QOften M Sometimes M Rarely B Never M|tdepends DK/ PNS

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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About two-thirds support the idea of automatically registering eligible adults
to vote and polling stations being open on weekends

To what extent would you support or oppose, if either, the following changes being made to how people
currently vote in local elections?

I Support Neither I Oppose

Eligible adults being automatically registered to vote rather than needing to register

themselves Older age groups are more likely
680/0 11% to oppose automatic
Polling stations being open on weekends reg'Strlzt'on’ W't.h 16;/: 0.255_75_
ear-olds opposing the idea
65% 9% ! PRoSIng

Voters having the option to vote online
59%

Polling stations open on more than one da

22%

Older age groups are less likely
o to support polling stations being
20 A) open onweekends, with 54% of
A credit/debit card being allowed as a form of identification (ID) when you vote So=iie-iear-0lds SUEporiing e

40% idea

i

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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Over two-thirds say voters in England would be more likely to vote at local
elections if they had the option to vote online

Do you think voters in England overall would be more or less likely to vote at local elections if these
changes were made, or would it make no difference?

I More likely to vote Would make no difference I Less likely to vote

Voters having the option to vote online

Polling stations being open on weekends

Polling stations open on more than one day

4%

Eligible adults being automatically registered to vote rather than needing to register themselves
58% 4%

A credit/debit card being allowed as a form of identification (ID) when you vote

) )
44%
Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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The majority say hypothetical changes would make no difference in their
likelihood to vote in local elections

Do you think you personally would be more or less likely to vote at local elections if these changes were
made, or would it make no difference?

I More likely to vote Would make no difference I Less likely to vote

vV

oters having the option to vote online

Polling stations being open on weekends

39%
Polling stations open on more than one day

38%

igible adults being automatically registered to vote rather than needing to register themselves

El

Ac

redit/debit card being allowed as a form of identification (ID) when you vote

o NN N O
Iiﬁo\"ﬁg

10%

Base: 1,877 adults aged 18-75 in England, 6-10 March 2026
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SUMMARY
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To summarise...

 The public continue to recognise the significant role that councils and councillors play

in everyday life and local government is typically more trusted than central. However,
knowledge of how local government works is limited.

 Knowledge of local government reforms is low with no real public consensus that

unitary authorities are better for local government than the dual district / county
council model.

» Directly elected Mayors are seen as more a good thing than bad thing for local

government - the more knowledgeable people are the more positive they are about
Mayors.

|
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To summarise...

 Two thirds support automatic voter registration and polling stations being open on
weekends for local elections.

* Online voting and opening polling stations longer / on weekends are seen as most
likely to make others more likely to vote.

|
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Ipsos

For more information

Keiran Pedley
Research Director

Federica Curcuru
Research Director
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