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Housekeeping

◼ Finish by 12.00pm

◼ The session is designed to be interactive

◼ The seminar will be recorded and we will be sharing the slides 

along with a note with links to the examples that are used

◼ Please feel free to have cameras on or off as you choose, but 

please turn your mic off if you are not speaking to avoid feedback

◼ If you have any technical issues please message Barry directly
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Introductions

◼ Your name

◼ Your role

◼ Has your Council declared a 

climate emergency?

◼ Do you have a target date for 

Net Zero?
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Aims

◼ Demonstrate an understanding of the science of climate change 

and its impacts

◼ Explain global and UK climate policy and how it impacts local 

government.

◼ Be aware of how local government is responding to the climate 

emergency.

◼ Analyse and evaluate your Council’s policies and processes to 

respond effectively to the climate emergency.
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What is the climate 

emergency?
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Is there a climate emergency?
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Terminology

Weather and climate

Global warming

Climate change

Net zero
Carbon footprint

Carbon budget

Greenhouse effect
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Greenhouse effect

Source: Met Office
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Greenhouse gases

CO2 CH4

N2O
F-gases

fossil fuels, cement, deforestation livestock, organic waste, natural gas

fertilisers
refrigeration, aerosols
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Atmospheric CO2 concentrations
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Increasing temperatures

Created by Prof Ed Hawkins, University of Reading
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Impacts of climate change
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC)

◼ Established in 1988 by World Meteorological Organisation and United Nations 

Environment Programme

◼ Reports bridge the gap between science and policy makers

◼ Three working groups and for last reports in 2014

◼ 805 authors

◼ 166 countries

◼ Working Group 3 which reported on mitigation measures

◼ Over 2,000 pages in 16 chapters

◼ 235 authors

◼ 900 reviewers who made over 38,000 comments

◼ 10,000 scientific papers referenced
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Climate policy from 

global to local
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Global policy timeline
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Paris agreement

◼ Long term temperature goal 2C – ambition of 1.5C

◼ Climate neutrality

◼ Binding commitments on mitigation

◼ Conserve and enhance carbon sinks and reservoirs

◼ Framework for market and non-market offsetting

◼ Adaptation

◼ Finance, technology and capacity-building
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IPCC 1.5C report
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Emissions scenarios
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UK policy timeline
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UK Emissions

Source: CCC, 2020



+
UK Emissions in 2019

Data: BEIS
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CCC progress report

Source: CCC, 2020
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Carbon budgets
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The local governance 

of Net Zero
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Spheres of influence
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Local authority climate action

◼ Develop a climate action plan

◼ Collect data, monitor and benchmark

◼ Review existing policies and spending commitments

◼ Engage and communicate with communities, businesses and other 

organisations

◼ Implement training and capacity building

◼ Collaborate with other local authorities, public and private sector 

partners.
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Support from Government

◼ Develop a Net Zero delivery framework

◼ Ensure policies across Government are consistent with Net Zero

◼ Wide area planning for energy, transport, land-use and building 

retrofit

◼ Significant long-term, non-competitive funding

◼ A national climate communication and engagement programme
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Developing a local climate action 

plan

◼ Cotswold District Council

◼ Action areas: direct emissions, commissioning, place-shaping, enabling, 

engaging

◼ Local Plan review

◼ Sefton Borough Council

◼ Three action plan phases aligned with financial planning

◼ Emissions baseline

◼ Seven principles: Carbon reduction, Leadership, Innovation, 

Mobilisation, Adaptation, Transformation, Engagement
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Co-benefits
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Co-benefits

Oxford City Council/Oxfordshire County Council   

Zero Emission Zone

Stoke-on-Trent District Heat Network

Swansea City Council Homes as Power Stations

Nottingham City Council Workplace Parking Levy

Reading Borough Council Food Waste Collection
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Co-benefits

Chelmsford City Council tree planting project

Exeter City Council Passivhaus Homes

Shetland Islands Council Fair Food Policy
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Delivering local climate action

◼ Within the local authority

◼ Wiltshire Council Climate Strategy

◼ Durham County Council

◼ With partners

◼ Devon Climate Emergency Response Group

◼ Lincoln Climate Commission

◼ With your communities

◼ Camden Citizen’s Assembly on the Climate Crisis

◼ Engage: Stirling 
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Responding to the 

climate emergency
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Plenary discussion

◼Embedding climate action in your Council

◼Working with stakeholders and developing 

partnerships to deliver climate action

◼Communicating, engaging and involving 

communities in climate action
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Recap

◼ Have an understanding of the science of climate change and its 

impacts

◼ Be able to explain global and UK climate policy and how it impacts 

local government.

◼ Have an awareness of how local government is responding to the 

climate emergency.

◼ Be able to analyse and evaluate your Council’s policies and 

processes to respond effectively to the climate emergency.
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Any Questions?
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Thank you
We’ll be sharing a link to get your feedback

Image by Roy Buri from Pixabay


