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For almost forty years our focus has been local: 
local democracy, local services, local government. 
The landscape has changed over those years 
and at the LGiU our work has always evolved to 
reflect the priorities of our members; but our core 
belief remains constant – local government is the 
foundation of the places we live and work.

Local Finance
Following extensive consultation with the sector, 
in summer 2019 we launched the final report 
of the Local Finance Taskforce. It contains a 
comprehensive set of recommendations for a 
sustainable future local government funding 
system and a roadmap outlining how to get 
there. We used the findings from the Taskforce to 
contribute to the HCLG Select Committee’s local 
government finance inquiry and were delighted 
that several of our ideas were endorsed by 
the Committee and made their way into the 
Government’s Autumn Spending Review, including 
the one year funding settlement. We also published 
our annual State of Local Government Finance report. 
We will continue to raise the profile of the financial 
issues in local government throughout 2020.

Local democracy
We continue to highlight the importance of local 
democracy by supporting councils in their local 
election work. In a year where national pundits 
treated local elections as a Brexit litmus, our on the 
night coverage was the only national platform with 
analysis of local issues. We have renewed our focus 
on championing local democracy at a time when 
open decision making, democratic institutions 
and civil discourse feel under threat. We threw a 
spotlight on undemocratic behaviour in the 2019 
General Election with #DispatchesfromtheDoorstep 
and continue to support individual councillors and 
campaigners with guidance and support on personal 
safety online and on the doorstep.

Homelessness
The final report of the LGiU Local Government 
Homelessness Commission followed four 
comprehensive evidence sessions. It was the 
first assessment of the state of homelessness 
prevention from the perspective of local 
government. Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of 
Sevenoaks District Council, and Cllr Simon 

Blackburn, Leader of Blackpool Council, both LGiU 
members, were co-chairs and were joined by a panel 
of local government experts.

Place Shaping
A new LGiU project for 2020 will work with our 
members to document and understand the return 
of place shaping in local government. Please get in 
touch if your council is doing something interesting 
and would like to shout about it. It could be a project 
to support a town centre, community wealth building, 
designing new housing developments around place-
shaping principles, a community environmental or 
energy scheme, innovative partnerships with local 
civic institutions. It will take many forms, but we want 
to hear about it, contact andrew.walker@lgiu.org.

CoCare
CoCare is the home care monitoring app that 
measures more than time. It is the direct result of 
LGiU’s policy work on adult social care and practical 
hands on work with councils. CoCare focuses on 
what really matters; outcomes and well-being. It 
links family members, care receivers and public 
and voluntary sector partners together through 
secure communication and monitoring. CoCare 
is piloting with Southwark Council and we are 
looking for pioneer councils to take outcomes based 
commissioning to the next level. Contact ingrid.
koelher@lgiu.org for more information.

Children’s life chances 
We have been speaking with people across the 
country about improving children’s life chances in 
advance of our new podcast series for 2020. We 
will showcase stories about how local government’s 
decisions and actions colour the childhood of all 
children, including of course the most vulnerable.
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Briefings
Our member only briefings cover a huge range of 
issues – from social care to planning, sport to the 
council as employer, climate change to modern 
slavery. They might be about good practice in 
English local government or innovation in South 
Africa, or social cohesion in Scotland. 

Briefings are a key resource for every councillor 
and member of staff – with reader satisfaction at 
97% – and we are working hard to make sure that 
our members get the maximum benefit from that 
resource. Our monthly health and care round-up 
is an essential go to for busy social care managers 
and lead councillors; finance updates cover both 
the fine detail for specialist staff and the need to 
know for non-expert readers; chief executives 
and leaders can catch up with Brexit news in 
our regular bulletins; and there is something 
for everyone in our frequent climate emergency 
briefings – from detailed information to good ideas 
for community level action.

Our new bundles deliver you hot-off-the-press 
briefings together with other relevant content, like 
previous briefings, reports, blogs and podcasts – 
we’ve searched the library so everything you need 
is at your fingertips (or in one email). 

What else in the months to come? Our briefings 
are becoming more international in flavour and 
going forward this global perspective will continue. 
We’ll cover Brexit of course; and finance. Data 
and technology, ‘false’ news and communications 
are all thorny issues for councils which we will 
continue to monitor. We will scrutinise any progress 
being made in transforming social care. As always, 
if there is something you want us to cover let us 
know – this is your council’s LGiU, contact  
janet.sillett@lgiu.org.

Learning and development
LGiU’s extensive programme of in-house training 
and seminars is aimed squarely at councillors 
and officers. Delivered by LGiU staff and our wider 
network of experienced local government trainers, 
it is cost-effective (even more so with the member 
discount), highly regarded and in-house sessions can 
be tailored to fit your council’s specific requirements.

“I can’t believe how useful and interesting this 
seminar was. The best local government seminar 

I’ve ever attended. Should be compulsory.”
Cllr Claire Cooper from West Lancashire Borough 
Council (attended the introduction to local 
government finance seminar)

“Good content, good engagement, lively and fun, 
totally relevant.”
Cllr Paul Brading, Isle of Wight Council (attended 
charing skills seminar)

Look out for new sessions in 2020, including media 
training, skills for newly elected councillors and 
advanced project management for local government. 
Contact barry.obrien@lgiu.org for more information.  

Daily News
For members only, this is our professional summary 
of the top local government news stories featured 
in the national and regional press. Delivered to your 
inbox at 6am every day, Daily News has fast become 
an essential start to the morning for councillors and 
staff with 98% reader satisfaction.

Podcast
LGiU’s in-house podcast has gained a devoted 
listenership since it launched in 2018 and we 
will build on this success in 2020. The fortnightly 
episodes feature coverage of the latest local 
government news and an in-depth exploration 
of key issues, plus interviews with senior sector 
figures such as James Brokenshire and Andy 



with a keynote address from the then Secretary of 
State James Brokenshire MP. For more information 
about the APPG, contact jen.pufky@lgiu.org. 

LGiU at the party conferences
A regular fixture in the party conference calendar, 
our annual dinners for council leaders focused on 
housing as well as local government finance. We 
welcomed special guests Lord Shipley (Liberal 
Democrat Spokesperson for Communities, 
Decentralisation and the Northern Powerhouse), 
Andrew Gwynne MP (Shadow Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government) and 
James Jameison (Chair, LGA) and had nearly 30 
leaders in attendance.

Councils represented at the dinners included: 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole, Bradford, 
Brent, Brighton and Hove, Chelmsford, City of 
Cambridge, Colchester, Darlington, Gateshead, 
Gedling, Hinckley and Bosworth, Kingston, 
Leicestershire, Mansfield, North Norfolk, South 
Cambridgeshire, South Oxfordshire, St Albans, 
Stevenage, Stoke-on-Trent, Sutton, Swindon, 
Tonbridge and Malling, Vale of White Horse, 
Warwick, Watford and Worthing.

Blog
LGiU runs a lively and dynamic blog with articles by 
our staff and guest contributors talking all things 
local government and anything else that catches 
our eye. We are proud to feature news and views 
from our member organisations – this is your LGiU 
and your blog so get in touch if you have an idea 
for a post: contact jane.sankarayya@lgiu.org. 

New website
As part of a shakeup in how we deliver our core 
services to your councillors and staff, we have 
unveiled our revamped website. We’ve made 
it easier to search and access our huge back 

catalogue of 
local government 
information and 
given individual 
users greater 
control over 
their website 
and mailing 
preferences. 

Burnham. Topics have included place shaping, 
Brexit and climate emergency.

Cllr Achievement Awards
Over the last 10 years, the LGiU/CCLA Cllr 
Achievement Awards has gone from strength to 
strength. We had almost 250 nominations this 
year, showcasing fantastic work by councillors 
around the country. Winners in 2019 included 
Cllr Darren Rodwell (Leader of the Year), Lord 
Peter Smith (Lifetime Achievement) and Cllr 
Sally Longford (Environment and Sustainability 
Pioneer). Congratulations to the winners and all 
the shortlisted candidates. 

Media
This year, alongside our regular commentary 
across the MJ, LGC and Public Finance, the 
LGiU continued to champion local government in 
national and regional TV, radio and print media. 
Our targeted campaigns and rapid response to 
breaking news stories secured over 700 press hits 
this year.

Highlights included our annual State of Local 
Government Finance report, part of the work of 
our Local Finance Taskforce led by members, 
which once again dominated the airwaves 
including ITV News and coverage in the Times, 
Financial Times, Daily Telegraph and Daily 
Mail. Our live coverage and analysis of the local 
elections in May was also picked up on Sky News, 
BBC News and in the Times and Guardian.

APPG
LGiU continues to provide secretariat support 
for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Local 
Government. Now approaching its 14th year, the 
APPG seeks to engage constructively on specific 
policies that affect councils. Jack Brereton MP 
was re-elected as Chair of the APPG for 2019 and 
hosted the annual APPG summer reception in July 



THE LGIU FAMILY

Local government matters everywhere

LGiU Scotland joined the LGiU family in 2015 
followed by LGiU Ireland and 2020 sees the launch 
of LGiU Australia. Members receive an information 
service dedicated to their country, with Daily News 
in Scotland seven days a week and Monday to Friday 
in Ireland. More than 200 briefings and 80 blog posts 
went to LGiU Scotland members and LGiU Ireland 
members were sent more than 100 briefings. 

This growing LGiU family brings added value to 
all our members – wherever they are. Global/
local insight and collaboration will be key to the 
sustainability of local government going forward 
into the new decade. 

events, seminars, speaker platforms, and facilitation 
engagements around the country, including:

100More 
than

Facilitation work 
including:
• Basildon
• Kent
• Lewisham
• West Midlands

Higher education 
roundtable
• London

Core Cities roundtable
• London

Working dinner for 
Islands local government
• Edinburgh

TechUK roundtable and 
workshop
• London

Council leaders’ dinners 
at party conferences
• Bournemouth
• Brighton
• Manchester

Homelessness 
Commission meetings
• London

Society of Local Clerks 
meeting
• Stratford upon Avon

FloodCitiSense project 
meetings
• Brussels

CLG Select Committee 
evidence session
• London

Drinks reception with 
CAMRA
•  Bournemouth  

(LGA conference)

Fawcett Society women 
in local government 
roundtable
• Bournemouth (LGA 

conference)

Lawyers in Local 
Government climate 
change conference
• Bristol

UCLG conference
• Durban (South Africa)

APPG summer reception
• London

Cllr Achievement Awards
• London
• Edinburgh

In-house training including:
• Babergh & Mid-Suffolk 

District Councils
• Basingstoke & Deane 

District Council
• Bristol City Council
• Cambridge City Council
• Carlisle City Council
• Derbyshire County Council
• Dover District Council
• East Midlands Councils
• Guildford Borough 

Council
• Isle of Wight Council
• Lancashire County 

Council
• London Borough Brent
• London Borough Sutton
• Maidstone Borough 

Council
• Manchester City Council
• Melton Borough Council

• Mid Sussex District Council
• North Norfolk District Council
• North Tyneside Metropolitan 

Borough Council
• Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 

Council
• Sunderland City Council
• Tameside Council

Our new website has brought the LGiU family 
under one virtual roof. And we have writers and 
associates in South Africa, Ireland, Scotland, 
Australia and England, as well as frequent 
contributions from other countries across Europe.

One membership, many members 
We are the UK’s biggest independent local 
government network, a charity run by councils for 
councils. Every councillor and every employee at 
an LGiU member organisation is an LGiU member 
too, with full access to all our services. We are 
proud to be able to support councillors and local 
government staff on a daily basis in the essential 
work that they do. 



LGIU 
AT A GLANCE IN 2019

134 425 120

362

1 million

700

learning and development 
events around the country 
attended by more than 
1300 delegates

More than

editions of  
Daily News  
sent to  19,000 
subscribers 

Twitter impressions and 
more than 13,000 followers

media hits across national 
and regional tv, radio, print 
and trade press

Publications and long 
reads including:  
State of local 
government finance 
report, Homelessness 
Commission final report 
and Personal safety for 
elected members

25
Interviewees included 
Andy Burnham and 
James Brokenshire MP

policy briefings 

8

LGiU is a charity run by councils for councils. For more information about membership and details of how to 
start free trial please contact info@lgiu.org

For more information see www.lgiu.org, email info@lgiu.org, or follow @LGiU
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Over More than

blog posts

Over
podcasts

60 members

221 members

29 members


